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% s < ARTICLE T

'RELATIONS TO THE GOVE&NMENT OF THE
'UNITED_STATES, T

. 1. The State of West Virginia is, and, ahall
“Jemain, one of the United; States of America.
The Constitution gof tha United States of
. America, and the lais and tréaties made in
. pursuange thereof, shall be the supremc law

ofstheilandIBbRsy £ mol e e
2. The Government of the United States is
.8 governmeut of ecoumerated powers, and all
- powers notdelegatod to it, nor inhibited to
_the States, are reserved to the States or to the
people thereof. * Among thq powers go reserved
by the States, is the exolucive regulation of
_their own internal government and.: police ;
- and it is the high and solemn duty of the sev-
.eral departments of governijent, created by
_this Constitution, to guard 3 *d protect the
. people of this State, from al//ncroachments
upon the rights so reserved.
3. The provisi

= s of the Constitution of the
_United States, and OF this State, are operative
_alike in a period of war as in time of peace,
.sod any _departure therefrom, or violation
.thereof, under the plea of necessity, or any
-other plea, is subversive of good govornment,
and tends o anarchy and despotism.
.. For_the. clection of representatives to
.Congress, the State shall be divided into dis-
 tricts, corresponding, in number with the rep-
.Tesentatives to, which it may be entitled;
. which districta shall be formed of contiguous
. sounties and be compact. “Hach district shall
_contain, as nearly asmay be, an ¢qual number
«of population, to ba determiped according to
rthe rula prescribed in the Corstifution of the
United Stites.
ARTICLE IT.
pe il THE STATE. _ »
. 1. The iorritury of] ths follawingz counties,
_foraierly parts of, ths Commoniealth of Viz-
“ginia, shall constitnts snd form the Stite of
West Virginia, viz: .. . . . .
i. ~The counties o’ Barbour, Berkeley, Booue,
:Braxton, Brooke, Cabell, Calhoun, Clay,
s Doddridge, Vayet:s, Gilwer, Grant, Greeu-
orier, Hampshira, Hancock, Hardy, Harrison,
Jackson, Jeferson, Kanawha, Lewis, Lincolu,
Logan, Marion. Marshall, Mason, MeDowell,
Mercer, Mineral, Monongalia, Muproe, Mor-
gan, Nicliu[aé."ﬂhin,_ Pendleton, Pleasan’s,
_VPocahontas, Preston, Putnam, Raleigh, Wan-
doiph, Rirchie, Roane, Sumimers, Taylor,
Tacker, I'yier, lpshur, Wayne, Webster, |
«Wetzal, Wirt, Woud and Wyoming,  Tho |
State of West Virginia includes the bed, bauk |
and shotes of the Ohiq river, and g0 much of |
,the-Big Sandv river, as was fornierly ipeluded |
in_the Commonwealth of Virginia; aund all |
_torritarial ridhts dud property in, end 'inrie-
dictioa over, the same, herstofore reserved by, |
and vested in, the Commonwealtly of Virginia,
_sre veiied in, and shill Rereafter be exersivad |
by the S:iuis of West Virginia. Aund such |
puris of the suid bede, banks and shores, as |
Jie apposite, and ad oiging the several cq:ﬁu-
Ltiew of this Srars, shail furs ‘paris of anid
- deveral counties respectively, |
. 2. Tho puwers of movaipmerd resida ia all
. the citizens of the State, and can be rightlully
_excreised only in accordauce with thair will |
‘aud sppointmant. : <
3. All persons residing in his State, born,
.or vaturalized. in the United States, and sub.
-ject to the jurisdicticn thereo! thall be citi-
zens of this State, - = reh
4. Every citizen shall be entitled to eqgual
.representation ia the governirent, and, in all
'_appurtiomuentql_u:l__’ representation, equslity of
_nuwmbers of thise putitled thercto, shall, as far
as practicable, be presscved.
. #. No diktiuctic: ehall be made between
_residents alicus and citizens, as to the acqitis
_#ition, tenure, disposition, or descent of prop-
erty. -
. U. Treason against the State, shall consjst
.only in levying war agginst it, or in athering
to its enemied, giviog them aid asd comfort,
No persou shall be convizted of treason, un-
loss on tho testimony of. two witnesses to the
same ovart act, or on confeasiot: it Gpen conrt.
Treascu ghall be punished according to the
character of the acts committed, by the inflio-
tion of ome, or more, of the penalties, of death,
imprisonment, or fine, us thay bs ‘prescribed by
law. Sl
. 1. The g‘rqs_ent_ seal of the State, with its
motto, ** Morteni Semper Lileriy’ shall be the
‘great seal of the State of West Virgigia, and
shall be zept by.the Secretary of State, to bo |
uked, by him, ofiicially as directed by law.
. 8. Writs, grants and ‘commissions, issued
under the authority of this Siate, shall run in
the name of, and official bonds shall be made
_payable to, the Stale of West Virginia.
dictments shall conclude, “Against the peace
sad dignity of the State.”

ARTICLY HI.
BILL OF RIGHTS.

1. All men aro, by nature, equally fres and
independent, and have certain inherent rights,
of which, when they enter into a stato of so-
siety, they canout, by any compact, deprive
‘or divest thei: posterity, uvamely : the enjny-
‘ment of life am}) liberty, with the means of ac-

‘tog add chtainiog happivess and safety.

. 2. All Fower is vested iv, and conse-
‘quently derived, from tha people. Magis~
,trates are their'trustees and servau’s, and at
‘all times amenablo to them.

4. Government, is instituted for the com-
'mvon benefit, protection and security of the
pechle; nation or egmmunity. Of all its
various forms that is t5e best, which is capa-~
ble of producing the greatest degree of happi-
‘ness and safety, and is most effectually secured
‘sgainst gfxe_;{angar of mal-administration ; and
when any government shall be found inade-
‘quate or codtrary to these purposes, a majority
of the community, has an indubitable, in-
alienable, and indefeasible right to reform,
plter or abolish it in siek manoer as shall
be judged most conducive, to the public weal.
4. The privilege of the - Writ of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended. Ng person
ehiall be held to answer for treason, felony or
other crime not cognizable by a justice, un-
less on Presentment or indictment of a Grand
'.!"iir]r.1r No bill of atainder, ex post facto law,

Yelfevson. [
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excessive fines jmipoged, nor gruel,and unu-
.sual punishmeunts, inflicted. . Penalties shall
be proportioned to the character and degree
. of the offense; = No ;person. sha]l be. trapns-
i ted out of, or forced to.leaye the State, for
-epy offense comitted within the_ the same;
‘nor ghall uny person, in gny criniingl case, be
compelled to be witness against himself, or
| be twice put in jeopardy of life or liberty for
the spme offepse. . : W
6. The right of the citizens to be sacure
in their hoyses, porsons, papers and effects
against unreagonable searches and seizures,
shatl not be viclatad. "No warrant shall issue
except upon probabls cause, supported by
oath or affirmation, particularly describing tho
place to be searched, or the person or thing
to bo seized. b iidanbreti et
.. 7..No.law abridging the freedoin of speech,
ar of the press, shall be passed ; but the Lieg-
islature may, by euitable penaltjes, restrain, the
publication or sale of obscene books, , papers,
or picture, and provide.for the punishmaent of
~libel, and defamation of character, and for
the Tecovery, in civil actions, by the agerieved
party, of suitable daniages for such libel, or
defamation. N e e el
8. In prosecutions, and civil snita far libel,
the truth may by given in evidence; and if
_it shall appear to the jury, that tha. matter
. charged ag libelous, is true, and was published
with good motives, and for justifiable ends,
the verdict shall be for the defendant, il
.9, Private property shall not be taken Lor
i dnmaged_fur. publie use, without just compen-
sation ; nor shall the sanre be taken by any
company, incorporated for the purposes of
.interpal improvement, until just compansation
shall haye been paid, or secured tc be paid to
the owner ; aud when private praverty shall
be taken, or damaged, for publio Ese, or for
the use,of such_corporations, the. compensa-
tion to the owner shall be aatertained in such
manner, as may be prescribed by general law;
provided, that when required by either of the
pacties, such compensation shall be ascer-
tained by an impartial jury of twelve free-
holders. DA : - SO
.. 10. No person shall be. deprived ,of life,
iliberty, or property without due process of
law, and the judgment of his peera. =
... 11, Pqlitical tests requiring persons; 83 .a
. prarequisite tothe enjoyment of their civil and
political rights, tp purge themselves by their
,own oaths, of past alleged offenses, are re-
pugnant to tha principles of free government,
and are aruel and oppressive. No religous or
political .test oath -shall_be required as a
:preréquisite or qualification to vote, serve psa
Juror, sue, plead, appeal or pursue sny pro-
feasion, or employmeant. . Nor shall any per-
son be deprived by law, of any right or privi-
lege, becauso of any act donc prior to the
pasaege of guch law. ) :

In- |

12. Standing:armies. in_ time of -peace,
should be avoided, as dangerous to liberty.—
The military shall be subordinate to the civ~
il power, and no_citizen, unless engaged in
the military service of the State, shall bae
tried or punished by any military court, for
any. offense that is cognizable by the ecivil
couiis of the State. No soldier shall, in time
ot peace, be quariored in any house, without

i tho consent of the owher ; nor in time of war,
1= 3 : o

cxcept in the manner to ba prescribed by law.
13. Tn euits at common law, whero the

| value in coutroversy, exclusive of interest and
| cuals, exepeds iwenty dollars, the right of

trial by & jury of twelve men, if required by
cither party, ghall be preserved ; except that
.in appeals from the judgments of justices, a
jury of a Jess number may be authorized by
Jdaw; but in trials of civil cases befora a jus-

| tice no jury shall be allowed. No fac} iried

by a jury, shall, in any case,be otherwise ro-
exawmined than according to the rules of the
csommon law. . .. | i el

14. Trials of erimes, and of misdemeanors,
unless herein otherwise provided, shall be by
a’fyry of Lwelve men, public, withouk un-
reasonable deisy, gnd. in the county where
the ailegad offense was committed, nnless
upon petition of the accused, and for good
caise shown, it is removed to sowe- other
county. Tau all such Lrials, the nccused shall
be fully and plainly informed of tho . charac-
ter and causa of the accusation, and. be con~
fronted with the witnesses against him, and
shall have the assistanca of counsel, and a
reasonable time to prepare for his dcfense;
and there shall be awarded to him, compnl
sory process for obtaining witnesses in Kis
faves, - : !

15. No man shail be compelled to frequent
or support any religions worwhip, place or
ministry whatsover; nor shall any man Be
enforced, restraingd, molested or burthened,
in his 'body or gaeds, or otherwise suffer, on
account of his religious opinions or belief;
bui all men shall be free to.profess, and, by
argument, {0 maintain.thei: opinions in mat~
ters of religion; and the same shall, in no
wise afect, diminish, or enlarge their civil
capacities ; and the Legislature shall not pre-
scribe any religious tost whatever, or confer
any pecaliar privileges or advantages to. any
sect or denomination or pass any law requir-
ing or authorizing ‘any religious sooiety, or
ithe peopla of any district within this State,
‘to levy on themselves, or others, any tax for
the erection, or repair of any house for. pub-
lic worship, or for the sappert of any church
or ministry, but it shall.be left freo for every
psrson to select his religious instructor, and
to make for his support such private contract
as he shall please. : e e

16. The right of tho people to assemble in
a peaceable manner, to consult for the com-
mon good, to instruet their representatives,
or apply for redress of grievances, shall
be held inviolate. o

17. The courts of this State shall be open,
and every persor for an injury dowe to him
in his person, propeity, or reputation, shall
have remedy by due course of law; and jns-
tice shall bo administered without sale, denial
or delay. S T

. 18. No conviction shall work corruption of
blood or forfeiturs of estate. =~ . =

19. No hereditary emoluments, honors or
privileges shall ever be granted or conferred
in this State. ]

20. Free government, and the blessings of
liberty, can be preserved to any people onmly
by a firm adherence to justice, moderation,
temperance; irugality and virtue, and by a
frequent recurrence to fundamental principles.

. ARTICLE IV.
; ELECTIONS AND OFFICERS, '
1. The male citizens of the State shall be
entitled tv voto at all elections held within
the counties in which they.respectively reside;
but no person who is a minor, or of unsound

or 'lair ikﬁpéii’ihg the obligation of & contract|
shall be passed.

mind, or a pauper, or whp is . under, convie~

Byl (L e | tio= of tresson, felony, or bridery in an.eleo-
-5. Excessive bail ahall not be required, nor |

tion, or who has not been a residoni of the

State for one year, andiof tfnb"qﬁﬁﬁgf_iﬁ which | be ele

he offers to vote, for sixty days next_preced-
.ing such offs _'?l_‘glll ;__pg‘fpg'mi??ﬁa@_ LE ¥ote;
- while such disability continues; but no- per-
son in; the military, naval or marine. -service
.of ;the United States, shall be, deemed. a zesi~
- dent of this State by reason of being stationed
tbgrejn. Qeriiz R o =
~ .2..In all eleotions by the peoploithe.mode
of voting shall be by ‘ballgt; but. the voter
8hall..be left free to vote by either open, sealed
or,secret ballot, as he may elect., .. -, --
No’ vpter, during the continuance of
an glection at which he is entitled to. vote,
or dyring the time necessary and convenient
for going to, and returning from the same,
shall be subject to arrest upon civil process,
or be compelied to attend any court, or judi-
cial proceeding, as suitor, juror or witness;
.or to work upon .the public roads; or, ex-~
rcept.in. time of war or public danger, to ren-
der military servige. -F §
4. No persan, except oitizens entitled to
vote, shall bie elegted .or.appointed .to any
State, county or. municipal office ; but the
Governor and judges, must hate attained the
age of thirty, and .the Attorney General and
Senators, the age of twenty-five years, at the
begianing of their, respective terms of sers
vice; and must have boen gitizens of the
State for five years next preceding.their elec-
.tion or appointment, or be citizens at the time
this Constitution goes intq operation. .. :
5. Iivery person elected or appointed to
any office, before proceeding to.exercise the
authority or . discharge .the. duties thereof,
shail make oath or affirmation that he will
support the Constitution of the United States,
and the Constitution of -this Staté, and that
he will faithfully discharge the duties of his
.8aid office to the best of his skill .and judg~
‘ment, and no other oath, declaration or. test
shall bo required as a qualification, unless
herein otherwise provided. ., - ... = . i .
6. All officers clected or appointed under
this Coostitution muy, unless in cases. herein
:otherwise provided for, be removed . from of-
fice, for official ‘misconduct, incompetence,
-neglect of duty, or gross immorality, in such
manuer as may he prescribed by general laws,
and unpless so removed, they shall continue to
.digebarge the duties of their respective offices
. until their successors are elected, or appoint~
ed, and qualified, . .. ., .
7.. The general.elections cf.State and coun-
ty officers, and of members of the Legisla-
ture, shall he held on the second Tuesday of
October, until otherwise provided by law.—
The terms of such officers, not elected or ap-
.pointad to fill a vacancy, shall, uuless herein
otherwise provided, begin on the first day of
January, and of the members of the Legisla-
ture on:the first day of November next suc-
ceeding their election. . Ylections to fill vas
cancies shall ba for the unexpired term.—
. When vacancies occur prior to any general
:election, they shall be filled by appointments

P

" in such manner as may be prescribed herein,

or by general law, which appointments shall

expire at such tima after the pext gengral
election, as the person.so elected to fill such
vacancy shall be qualified. o

8. The Legislature, in cases not provided
for in this Couvstitution, shall preseribe by
general laws the terms of office, powers, dutics
and, compensation of all public officers and
agents, and the mannerin which they shall
be elected, appointed and removed.

9. Any officer of the Stato.may be im-
peached for mal-administration, corruption, in-
competency, gross immorzality, neglect of duty,
or any  high crime or misdemecanor. The

_Honse of Delegates shall have the sgle power
.of impeachment.

The Senate shall have tha
gole power to try impeachments, and no per-
son shall be convicted without the concur-
rence of two-thirds of the members elected
-thereto. W hen, sitting as a court of impeach~
went, the President of the Supreme Court of
A ppeals, or, if from any cause, it be improper
for him to act, then any other Judge of that
court, to be designated by it, shall preside;
and the Senators shall be on oath, or affirma-
.tion, to do justice according to the law and
evidence. Judgment in eases of impeach-
ment shall not extend fgrther than to removal
from office, and disqualification to hold .any
ofiice of honor, trust or profit undes the State ;
but the party convicted shall be liable to ine
dictment, trial, judgment and punishment ac-
cording to law. Tho Senate may sit during
the recess of the Legislature for the trizl of
impeachmenta. s 2 Saci

., 10. Any citizen of this State who shall,
after the adoption of this Constitution, either
in or out of tho State, fighta duel with deadly
weapons, or send qr accept a challengs so to
do, or who shall act as a second, or knowingly
aid or assist in such duel, shall, ever:.there-
after, bo incapable of holding any office of
honor, trust or profit in thig State. ,

11. The Legislature ghall preacribe the
maouner of conducting and making returns of
elections, and of ‘determining contested elec-
tions; and ghall pass such laws as may be nee-
essary and proper to prevent intimidation, dis-
order or violence at tho polls, and corrizption
or fraud in voting, counting the vote, ascer-
taining or declaring the result, or fraud, in
apy manner, zpon the ballot. :

12. No citizen shzll ever be denied, or re-
fused, the right or privilege of voting at an
election, because his name is not, or has not
been, registered, or listed, as a qualified voter.

ARTICLE V. _
. DIVISION OF POWERS. -
1. The legislative, executive, and judicial de-
partments shall be separate and distinet, 80
that neither shall exercise the powers properly

- belonging to either of the others; nor shail

a0y person exercise the powers of more than
ona of them at the same time, except that
justices of the peace shall be eligibla to the
Legislature. =t

ARTICLE VI.
LEGISLATURE.

. 1. The Legislative power shall be vested in
the Senatoe and House of Delegates. The
etyle of their sots shall be, “Be it enacted by
the Legislature of West Virginia.”

2. The Senate shall be composed of twenty-
four, and the House of Delegates of sixty-five
members, subject to be increased according to-
the provisions hereinafter contained.

3. Senators shall be.elected for the term of
four_years, aud delegates for the term of two
years. TheSenators first elected, shall divide
themselves into two classes, ono Senator from
every.district being sssigned. to each class ;
end of these classes, the first to be designated
by lot, in such manner.as the Senate may de-
termine, sha]l hold their seats for. two years,

-

nd the second for fout years, so._that after the
Emi'ﬁ‘h

ction, one-balf of the Senators shall

|.same-gounty. The.districts shall be.compact,

"elect. thzee Delegates ; Ritchie and Calhoun,

| other.infamous crime, shall bo. eligible to a

shall be diyided into twelve S natorial ‘dis-
,tricts, which number shallnot be diminished,
" but may. beiincreased; as herginafter provided.
. Every district shallelect two Senators, but
whera the district is composed of more; than
3 oqg“@quntx, ‘both'shall not be chosen-from.the

-formed .of contiguous territory, -bounded by
county lines, and ak nearly ns practicable, be
..equal'in population, to he ascertained by the
census of the.United States. . Adter eyery
such census,.the Tiegislature shall alter the
- Senadorial districts,.s0 far aa. may be necessary
to make them conform to the *foregoing pro-
visioms.: e - .. Rel Ko
5. Until the Senatorial districts shall be
altered by the Legislature as: hersin prescrib-
=ed, the, counties of :Hancock, Brooke:and
Obhio, shall copstitute the first senatorial. dis-
trict ; Marshall, Wetzel and Marion, the sec~
ond ; Ritchie,. Doddridge,: Harrison Gilmer®
aod Calhoun, the third; Tyler, Pleasants,
‘Wood and Wirt, the fourth ; fackson, Mason,
Putnam and Roane, the fifth; Kanawha, Clay,
Nicholas,  Braxton.and::Webster, the sixth ;
Cabel, Wayne, Lincoln Boone, Logan, Wyo-
ming, McDowell and *Mercer, the .seventh ;
Monroe, Greenbrier, Summers, *Pocahontas,
Fayette and Raleigh, the sighth ; Lewis, Ran-
dolph, Upshur, Barbour; Taylor and Tucker,
the ninth ; Preston and Monongalis, the
stenth ; Hampshire, Mineral, Hardy,: Grant
Pondleton, the eleventh ; Berkeley, Morgan
and Jefferson, the twelfth. S
6. Far .the' election of Delegates, every
reounty containing a population of less than
three-fifths . of-the ratio of representation
-for the House of Delegates, shall, at each ap-
_portionment, be attached to some contiguous
-county or counties, to form a Delegate Dis-
triot.~ - - ; A L = T
+ 7. After every census -the Delegates shall
The ratio. of rep-

e Sk

+be apportioned as follows :
-resentation for the House of Delegates, shall
“be ascertained by dividing the whole popula~
-tion of. the Siate, by the number of which
ithe House is- to consist, and rejecting the
fraction of a unit, if any, resulting from such
division.- Dividing the population of every
delegate. district, and of every county not in-
cluded in a delegate district, by the ratio
thus ascertained there shall be assigned to
.each, a mumber: of Delegates equal to the
quotient obtained by this division, excluding
the fractional remainder.
delegates necessary. to make up the number
tof “which the Honse is to consist, shall then
be assigned. to those delegate districts and
counties, not included in a delegats district,
which would otherwise, have the largest frac-
tions unrepresented, but every delegate dis-
Arict, and county not.included in & delegate™|
district, shall be entitled to at least one dele-
ate. ' e i <& 3 LS
f‘_ 8. Until.a.new apportionment shall be de-
clared, the counties of- Pleasants and. Wood
shall form the first - Delegate Disirict, and

ithe secoud, aud elect two Delegntes; Bar-
bour, Harrison and Taylor, the.third, and
elect one Delegate ; Raudolph and Tucker
the fourth, and elect one Delegate ; Nicho-
Jas, Clay dnd Webster, the fifth, .and eclect
one-Delegate ; McDowell and Wyoning, the
sixth, and elect one Delegate. -

9. Until a new apportionment shall be de-~

clared, the apportionment of Delegates to the
counties not included in delegate districts.
snd to Barbour, Harrison_and Taylor coun-
ties, embraced in such districts, shall be as
follows : Ly :
- To Barbour, Boone, Braxton, Brooke, Ca-
‘bell, Doddridge, I"ayette, [Hampshire, Han-
cock; Jackson, Lewis, ILogau, Greenbrier,
Monroe, Mercer, Mineral, Morgan, Grant,
Hardy, Lincoln, Pendleton, Pctnam, Roane,
Gilmer, Taylor, I'yler, Upshur, Wayne, Wetzel,
Wirt, Poeahontas, Summersand Raleigh coun-
ties one delegate each. 7 ;

To Berkeley, Harrison, Jefferson, Marion,
Marshall, Mason, Monongalia and Preston
counties, two Delogates each. . - 3

To Kanawha courty, three Delagates. :

To Qhio county, four Delegates.

10. The artangement of the Senatorial and

Delegate Districts, and apportionment of Del-
.egates, shall hereafter be declared by law, as
8qon_as. possible after.each succeeding census
taken by authority of the United States.—
{When 80 declared, they shall apply to the
firet. general eleotion for members of the Leg-
islature {o be thereafter held, and shall con-
tinwe in force unchanged until such districts
shall be altered and delegates apportioned
under the succeeding census. .
i. -1l. Additional, territory may be admmit-
ted into and become part of this State, with
the consent of the Legislature and a majority
of the qualified voters of the State voting on
the question. - And in such case, provision
shall be made by law, for the representation
thereof, in the Senate and House of Dele-
gates, in conformity with the principles set
forth in this Constitution. .And the number
of members of which ezch house of the Leg-
islature is to consist, shall thereafter be in-
creased by the representation assigned to such
.additional terrifory, = .

120 No person shall be a Senator or Dele-
gate, who has not for one year next preceed-
ing his election, been a resident within the
district or county from which he is elected ;
and if a Senator or Delegate remove from the
district or county for which he was elected,
his seat shall be thereby vacated. .

13. No person holding a lucrative office
under this State, the United States, or any
foreign government ; no member of Congress;
no person who is a salaried offizer of any rail-
road ecompany, or.who is sheriff, constable or
clerk of any court of record, shall be aligible
to a-seat iu the, Legislatuare. T f
. 14." No person who has been, or -hereafter
shall be, convicted of bribery, perjury, or

seat in the;Legislature. . No person who may
bava collected, or been entrusted with publio
mouey, whether,State, county, tewnship, dis-
trick or other municipal organization, shail be
eligible to the Legislature, or to:any office df
bonor, trust or profit.in this State, until he
shall have duly accounted for, and paid over
such money acpording to law.

. 15. No Senator or.Delegate, duringthe term
for which he shall have been elected, shall be
elected ot appointed to any civil office of profit
under thif*State, which bas been created, or the
emoluments of which have been increased
during such-terni; except offices to be filled
by election by the pecple. Nor shall apy
member of the Legislatare bo. interested, di-
rectly or indizectly, in any contract with the
State, or any gounty thereof, .authorized by
any law passec.during the term for which hs

The additional |

- 16. Members of the Legislature; bet:
- they enter upon their duties, shall take and

"¢I do:solemnly swear (or affirm) that [ will
support the.Constitution of the United States,
and the Constitution of the State of West Vir-

ginia, and faithtully. discharge the duties of

-Senator, (or Delegate) according to the best of
my. ability ;”-and they -shall (also take this
further oath, to-wit : %I will notaccept or re-
ceive, directly or.indireotly,any money or

+other valuable thing, from any eorporation,

company or-person, for any vote or influence

T -may give or withhold, as Senator (o Dele-

gate) on auy bill, resolution or appropriation,

»or for any act:E may.do orperform as Senator

-(or.Delegate.”) Thess oaths shall be admin-=

-isteredin the Hall'of the House to which the
member is elected by a Judge.of.the Supreme
Court of Appeals, orof a Cireuit Court, or by

~a0y cother person. authorized by law to.ad-
minister.an oath; and the Seeretary of State
shall reeprd and file said .oaths subseribed by
each member ;. and mo other oath or declara-
tion shall be required as a qualification. Any
member. who. shall. refuse to take the oath

-herein prescribed shall. forfeit. his seat, and

-any-member who shall be convicted of having
violated the oath Ilast above required to be

- taken shall forfeit his seat, and be disqualified

«thereafter from holding aay office of profit or

trugt in this State. ;

17. .Members of the Legislature shall, in
all cases, except tresson, felony, and breach of
:the peace, be privileged from arrest during
:the.session, and for ten days before and after
the same ; and for words spoken in debate, or
.any report, motion or proposition, made in
-either House, a member shall nct be ques-
tionediin any other place.

18. The Legislature shall assemble at the
seat of gavernment bi-ennially, and not oftener,
unless convened by the Governor. The first
session of the Legislature, after the zdoption
of this Constitutian, shall comnience on the
third Tuesday.of November, 1872, and. the
-regular bi-ennial session of the Legislature
shall commence on the eecond Wednesday of
January, in 1875, and every two years there-
after on the same day. 3 e

- 19. The Governormay convene.the Legisla-
ture by proclamation whenever, in his opinion,
the public safety or welfare shall.require it.
It shall be his duty to.convene it on applica~
tion, in writing, of threo-fifths of the mem-
bers elected to each House.

20. The seat of government shall ba at
Charleston, until otherwise provided by. law.

21. The Governor may convene the Legis-
lature at another place, when, in his opinion,
it oannot safely assemble ut the seat of gov-
ernment; and the Legislature may, when in
session, adjourn to some other place, when, in
its ®pinion, the public safety or welfare, or
-the safety of the merabers, or their health
shall require ik. |

22. No session of the Legislature, after
the first, shall continue longer than forty-five
days, without the concurrence of two thirds
of the members elected to cach House.

. 23. Neitlier House shall, during the session
adjourn for more than three days, without tho
consent of the other. Nor shall either, with-
out such consent, adjourn to any other place
than that in. which the Legislature is sitting.

24.° A mnjority of the members elected to
each houso of the Legislature, shall constitute

i@ quorum. But a smaller number may ad-

journ irom day to day, and shall be author-

e

“ized to ecompel-the attendance of absent mem~

bers, as each. House may provide.. Kach
House shall determine the rules of its pro~
ceedings, and be the judge of the elections,
returns and qualifications of its own members.
The Senate shall choose, from its own body, a
President, and the House of Delegates, from
its own body, a Speaker. Itach House shall
appoint its own officers, and remove them at
-pleasure. The oldest Delegate present shall
call the .House to order at the opening of each
new House of ‘Delegates, and preside over. it,
uutil the Speaker thereof shall thave been
chosen and have taken his seat. - The oldest
-member of the Senate present at the com-
mencement of each regular session thereof,
shall call.the Sepate to order and preside nver
the same until a President of the Senate shall
have been chosen and have taken his seat.

. 25. Each Hovse may. punish its own mem-~
bers for disorderly behavior, and with the con-
currence of two-thirds of the members elect-
ed thereto,iexpel a member, but not twice for
the same offense.

26. lach House shall have power to pro-
vide for its own safety, and the undisturbed
transaction of ity business, and may punish,
by imprisonment, any person not n member,
for disrespectful behavior in its presence ; for
obstructing any of its-proceedings, or any of
its officers in the discharge of his dufies, or
for any assault, threat, or abuse of a menrher,
for words: spoken-in debate. - But such im-
prisonment shall not extend beyond the termi~
pation of the session, and shall not prevent
the punishwent of any offense by the ordinary
course of law. 2

27. Y.aws shall be enacted and enforced by
suitable provisions and penalties, requiring
sheriffs and all other officers, whether State,
county, distriot or muunieipal, who shall collect
or receive, or whose official duty it is, or shall
be, to collect, receive, hold or pay out any
mouey belouging to, or which is, or shall be,
for the uss of the State or of any county, dis~
trict,or munieipal corporation, to make annual
accountand settlement therefor. Such settle-
ment, when made, shall be subject to excep-
tions, and take spch direction, and have only
such force and effect as may be provided by
law ; but in all cases, such settlement shall be
recorded, and bLe open to the examination of
‘the people at such convenient place or places as
mway be appointed by law. 5o ) 3

-28. Bills and resolutions may originate in
either House, but may be passed, amended or
rejected by the other, ik :

29. No bill shall become a law until it has
been fully and distinctly read, on three dif-
ferent days in eagh House, unless, in case of
urgency, by a vofe of four-fifths of the mem-
bers present, takeu by yeas and nays, on each
bill, this rule be dispensed with :” Provided.
in all cases, that an engrossed_bill shall be
fully and distinctly read in each House.

30. No act bereafter passed shall embrace
more than ohe object, and that shall be ex~
preseed in the title. -But if any object shall
be embraced in an act, which: is not so ex-
pressed, the act shall - be void only as to so
much thereof as shall not be so expressed,
and na law shall be revived, or amended, by
reference to its title only ; but the Iaw revived,
or. the section.amended, -shall ba inserted at
large, in the new act. And no. act.of the
Legislature, except. such as may be:pagsed at

shall have been elected.

take effect, until ths expirdtion of ninsty days

. subscribe the following oath, or affirmation~ | et

" bafore iafter ita

b e TR s e
< 31. When a bill, onjoint resolution, passed
by one House, shall.be.amended:by theother,

- the question on agreeing to the bill;or joint

‘resolution, as amended, shall be again.voted
on, by yeas:and nays; in the House by which
it was originally passed, .and the result entered-
upon its journal; tn:all such cases, the affirm-

ative vote :of a’ majority ‘of all the members

elected' to such  Housashall be necessary. «

- 82. Whenever the words: “a majority -of

.the members elected to either House.of the
--Legislature,”” or words, of like import, are
used‘in this Coustitution, théy shall be -con-
strued to-mean a majority of the whole num-

| ber of members to:which each House is, at

the time, entitled,under the -spportionment
of repressutation: established by the provis
sions of this Gonstitution. . 20 =+« o+

¢.-+ 83. The members of the Legislatare shall
each -receive for their services the sum of four
»dollars per day, and ten vents for each mile
traveled in going to, and returning from; the
seab-of government, hy the most direct route.
The Speaker of the House of Delegates, and
the President of the Senate, shall each re-
ceive an additienal compensation of two.dol~
+lars per day for eachi. day- they sball act as
presiding. officerst. No ‘other sllowance or
cmoluments, than that by this ssction. pro-
vided, shall, directly or indirectly,” be made
or paid to the members of either Hquse for
- postage, stationery, newspapers, or any other
purpose whatever. - -* ] RSE

34. The Legislature shall provide by law,
that the fuel, stationery and printing paper,
furnished for the use of the State ; the copy-
ing, priuting, binding and. distributing the

laws and journals ; and all other printing or~
dered by the Legislature, shall be let by con-
tract to-the lowest responsible bidder, bidding
under a maxzimum price to be fixed. by the
Legislature ; and no member or officer. there-
of, or officer of the State, shall be interested,
directly or indirectly, in such contract, but
-all such contracts shall be subject to the ap-
proval of the Governor, and in case of his dis-
approval of any.such:contract, there shall be
a re-letting of the same in such manner as
may be prescribed by law.

~- 85..The State’of West Virginia shall ney-
er be made defendant in any court of law or
equity. - :

30. The Legislature shall have no power
to authorize lotteries or gift enterprises, for
any purpose, avd shall pass. laws to prohibit
the sale of lottery or gift entorprise tickets
in this State. -

37. No law shall be passed after the elec-
tion of any public officer which shall operate
to extend the term of his office.

38. No extra compensation shall be grant-
ed ur allowed to any public officer, agent,
servant or contractor, after the services shall
have been rendered or the coutract made ;
nor shall any Legislature authorize the pay~
ment of any claim ‘or part thercof, herealtor
created against the State, under any agree-
ment or contract made without express au-
thority of law ; and all such authorized agree.
ments ghell be null and void. Nor shall the
galary of any public officer be increased or di-
minished, during his term- of office, no®
-shall any such- officer, or his or their
sureties, bo released from any debt.or lia-
bility due fo- the = State: Provided, The
Legislature may make appropriations for ex-"
penditures hereafter incurred, in suppressing
insurrection, or repelling-invasion. :

81. The Legislature sball not pass lacal or
special laws, in any of the following enumer-
ated cases ; that is to say, for

Granting divoroes; -~ . . . . -

Laying out, cpening, altering, and working
roads or highways; & :

Vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys-
and publie grounds ;..

Loeating or changing county: seats ; -

*- Regulating or changing county or district
affairs ; ' S - g

Proyiding for the.salo of church property,
or'property held for charitable uses; . . = -

Regulating the practice in courts of justice;

Incorporating oities, towns or villages, or
amending the charter of any city, town or
village, . containing a population of less than
two- thousand ; SR
. Summoning or empanneling grand or petit
Jjuries ; i : :

The opening or conducting of any election,
or designating the place of voting ;

Tho sale, or mortgage of .real esta , .be~
longing to mioors, or others under disa ility;

Chartering, licensing or establishing ferries
or -toll bridges ; '

Remitting fines, penalties, or forfeitures ;

Changing the law of descent ;

" Regulating the rate of interest ;

Authorizing deeds to be made for lands
eold for taxes ;.

Reledsing taxes; '

Releasing title to forfeited lands ;

i -The Legislature shall provide, by general
laws, for the foregoing and all other cases for
which progision can be 0 made ; and in Do
case shall a-special act be passed, where a gen-
eral law would be proper, and can be. wade
applicable to the case, nor in any other case
in which the courts have jurisdiction, and ars
competent to give the relief asked for. .

40. The Legislature shall not confer upon
any court or. judge the power of appoiotment
to office, further than the samo is herein pro-
vided for. e i Ly

41. Each House shall keep a journal of its
proceedings, and cause the same to be pub~
lished from time to time, and all bills and
joint resolutions shall be -described therein,
as well by their fitle as their number, and
the yeas and pays on any question, if: called

tered on the jourpal.

42. Bills making appropriations Jor the |
pay of members and officers’ of “the Tegisfa«
tare, and for ealaries for the officers of the

other subject.

or establish any board, or court of registra,
fion - for voters. + - . I bne R sk

44, In all elections to,

the firat sessian. nnder this Copstitption; shall.

[ testify against

* hibiting thesale

+laws for securing the title:to church: prog

for by one-tenth of those present, shall be en- |

government, shall contain no prwin_ipn on any:| 10

~ber of the Legislature, may give or withhold
as such member ; and, also, to provide, by law,
for--compelling any person, so ‘bribiag,: or
sttempting to bribe, or 80 demanding or re.
' ceiving a bribe, fee, reward, or testimonial,ito
suy person or _persohs, - who
‘may havel committed auy. of said offenses -

Provided, That any person o '-hoE" pelled to .

tesgify, shall be exempted from ‘ttial aud pun-

¥

ishment for the ‘offense, “of whith "he may

‘have been guilty, aud-concerning whish he is

compelled to testify ; and any persod’ con~ =

victed of any of:the offences specified in'this
seotion, shall; as a part of the punishh

any office or position of hooor, trust or profit
in this State. s SR HEEE s T B
*. 46, Laws may bo passed regulatiog or jpro-
of intoxieating liquors within
the limits of this State. EBp ISR

LRI K3 geis =
47. No charter of incorporation shall be

granted to any church or religious denomina=
tion. Provision may be msdé'by general
) perty,
and-for'the sale and transfer thereof, solthat
it shall ba held, used, or transforred’ fur¢ha
purposes-of such church or religions denomi-
pation. . ¥ v '

48. Aoy hasband or parent residing iq}m _
State, or the infant childron of deceased pat-
ents, map
otio thousand: dollars, and personal - property
to the value of.two hundre [
.from forced sale, Subject to such regulations
‘a3 shall be presoribed by law: ' Provided,
That such homestead ‘exemption: shall in no~
wise affect debts pr liabilities existing at the
‘time of the adoption of this Constitation :
‘and provided jurther, that no property shall
be exempt¥rom sale for taxes due thereon, or
for the payment of purchase money die upon
said property, or for debts contracted for the
erection of improvements thereon. "+ *

49. The Legislature shall .pasa guch lawa
as may bo ‘necessary to protect the property
of married women from the debts, liabilities,
and control of their husbands. (Lo et

50. The Legislature amay provide for sub~
mittipg to a vote of the people at the gendral
election: to be held in 1876, or atany general
election thereafter, a plan‘or scheme of!pro-

“portional representation in the Senate of thia

State; ‘and if o majority of the votes cast'at
such election be in favor of tho plai summit-
ted to them, the Legislature shall at its sds~
sion succeeding said election, re-hrrange the
Senatorial Districts.in accordance with the plan
80 approved by the peopls.

ARTICLE VII, .°

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMERT = )

. The Executive' Department shall ponsist

of a Governor, Secretary of State, S}nte Sa-
perintendent of I'ree Schools, Aunditdr, "I'reas-
urer, nnd Attorney General, who shall be ev
officio Reporter df the Court of* Appoals.—
Their terms of office, respectively, shall be
four.years, and shall commende’on'the fourth
day of March next after their eléction, - Théy

shall, except the Attorney General, resido a6 = 58
the seat of government during their terms of .0 &

books
and papérs pertaining to their respective of- =

office, and koep there the public recor.

fices, and ghall perform such duties as may bo
prescribed by law.'
R ELECTION., * & 1
2. An olection for Governor, S8tdte Buper=
intendent of Free Schools, Auditdr, Treasurer
and. Attorney General shall be held at such
times and plages as may be prescribed in this
Copstitution or by general law, = ' 2
3. The returns of every election ‘for the
'above named officers shall be séaled up snd
transmitted by the returning officers to:the
Secretary of State, directed to*'The Bpeaker
of the House of Delegates,” who shall, im-
mediately after the organization of the Housé,
and before proceediugg to business, opén
publish-the same, in the presance of a major-
ity of each. House of the Legislature, whioh
shall, for that pdrpose, assemble in' the Hall
.of the House of Delegates.: The hay-
ing the highest.numbeér of votes for either of
said :offices shall be declared duly elected
thereto ; but if two or more . have sn equsl
and the highest number of votes for the same

e

soffice;. the Legislaturs shall, by ‘joint vote,

chobse one of such persons for eaid’ office. -
Contested elections for the office of Governor °
shall be determined by both ‘Houses of the
Legislature, by joint vote, in shch mander s
may. be prescribed by law. The Secrétary
of State shall be appointed by the Goverdgor,
by and with the advice ‘and’ codsent of the
Senate, and shall continue “in office, . unless
sooner refuoved, until the “expiration of the
official term of the Governor by whom. he
shall ha\ra‘ been appointed. cesy
s ELIGIBILITY.

e

£ e
4. Neither the Governor, State Superiny.

tendent of Free Schools, Auditor, Treasurg
nor Attorney General, shall’ hold any othg
offce. during the term of his servicet  Phe
Governor shall be ineligible to said office
the four years next succesding the term.
which he was elected. R P

9. The chief , executive power L
wvested in the Governor, who shalll
that the laws be faithfally exe

6. The Governor.shall,
ment of each session, give &

43. The Legislature shall never authorize.| ¢

] SR
thereof, be forever disqualified” from holding * :

bold a homestead of the value,of
dollars, exempt S

i
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